
Procedure for councillors wishing to overturn officer 
recommendations at the Planning Committee 

If, during the debate on an application, it is apparent that Committee members 
do not support the officer’s recommendation, the Chairman shall ask if any 
Committee member wishes to propose a motion contrary to the officer’s 
recommendation, subject to the proviso that the rationale behind any such 
motion is based on material planning considerations.  Any such motion must 
be seconded by another Committee member.  

• Where such a motion proposes a refusal, the proposer of the motion 
shall be expected to state the harm the proposed development would 
cause in planning terms, together with the relevant planning policy(ies), 
where possible, as the basis for the reasons for refusal.  In advance of 
the vote, the Chairman shall discuss with the relevant officers, the 
proposed reason(s) put forward to ensure that they are sufficiently 
precise, state the harm that would be caused, and refer to the relevant 
policy(ies) to justify the motion.  The Committee shall take a separate 
vote on each proposed reason for refusal, following which the 
Committee shall take a vote on the motion to refuse the application 
based on all of the agreed reasons.  

• Where such a motion proposes approval, the proposer of the motion 
shall be expected to state why the proposed development would be 
acceptable in planning terms, together with the relevant planning 
policy(ies), where possible.  In advance of the vote, the Chairman shall 
discuss with the relevant officers the proposed reason(s) put forward to 
ensure that the planning reason for approval is sufficiently precise to 
justify the motion. In addition, the Committee shall discuss and agree 
the substance of the planning conditions necessary to grant a permission 
before taking a vote on the motion to approve. 

• Where such a motion proposes deferral, (for example for further 
information/ advice) the Committee shall discuss and agree the 
reason(s) for deferring the application, before taking a vote on the 
motion to defer. 



If the motion is not seconded, or if it is not carried, the Chairman will 
determine whether there is an alternative motion and, if there is not, the 
Chairman will move the officer’s recommendation and ask another Committee 
member to second the motion.  That motion will then be put to the vote. 
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